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GLOBAL SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT  
AND RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS 

 
WHEREAS, on or about April 28, 2023, an incident occurred in Thermopolis, Wyoming, 

involving Buck Michael Laramore and Thermopolis Police Officer Sergeant Michael G. Mascorro 

that began at the McDonald’s restaurant in Thermopolis, Wyoming, and continued at a residence 

located at 1227 Canyon Hills Road, Space #7, Thermopolis, Wyoming (“the incident”); and 

WHEREAS, following this incident, Buck Michael Laramore died; and 

WHEREAS, Debra Laramore was appointed the Wrongful Death Representative of the 

Wrongful Death Estate of Buck Michael Laramore, in In the Matter of the Wrongful Death of Buck 

Michael Laramore, Civil Action No. 2024-CV-0000034, Fifth Judicial District Court, Hot Springs 

County, Wyoming; and 

WHEREAS, Plaintiff Brandi Laramore was present at the time of the events giving rise the 

lawsuit filed by Debra Laramore as wrongful death representative, and as such, has asserted her 

own individual claims; and   

WHEREAS, a lawsuit was filed in the United States District Court for the District of 

Wyoming, entitled Debra Laramore, as Wrongful Death Representative of Buck Michael 

Laramore (deceased) and Brandi Laramore, v. Town of Thermopolis and Michael G. Mascorro, 

Civil No. 1:25-CV-00105 (“the action”), which pleadings are incorporated herein by this reference 

for clarity; and 

WHEREAS, the Court entered an Order Following Informal Conference Regarding 

Settlement Agreement, which is attached and incorporated herein; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Thermopolis passed a resolution at its June 16, 2026, meeting 

approving a press release.  The minutes of such meeting are attached and incorporated herein; 
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WHEREAS, claims were specifically asserted by in the lawsuit by Debra Laramore, Brandi 

Laramore (individually and as wrongful death beneficiary), Robert S. Fenton, Sr., Carolyn S. 

Fenton, Robert S. Fenton, Jr., M  F , N  F , Hugh J. Fenton, E  F , 

Tricia Scott,  and any known, or unknown claimant under the Wrongful Death Estate of Buck 

Michael Laramore, and;  

THIS SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE (“Agreement”) is made and 

entered into by and between DEBRA LARAMORE, individually and as Wrongful Death 

Representative of the Wrongful Death Estate of Buck Michael Laramore, and on behalf of 

all claimants who brought or could have brought claims under the Wrongful Death Estate 

of Buck Michael Laramore, as well as their heirs, successors, representatives, beneficiaries, 

insurers, assigns, and all persons entitled to assert any claims for damages arising out of the 

death of Buck Michael Laramore, and BRANDI LARAMORE, individually and as a 

wrongful death beneficiary (collectively, “Releasors”) and MICHAEL G. MASCORRO and 

THE TOWN OF THERMOPOLIS, WYOMING as well as their heirs, successors, 

representatives, past and present employees, officers, elected and appointed officials, supervisors, 

employers, insurers (including excess insurers), attorneys, agents, claim representatives, and 

assigns, (collectively, “Releasees”), through their authorized representatives, hereafter referred as 

the “parties.”   

I. SUMMARY OF AGREEMENT 

 The parties reached a binding settlement, the terms of which they now wish to set forth in 

writing: 

The purpose and effect of this Agreement is, in exchange for good and valuable 

consideration, to release, discharge, and extinguish all claims of any kind, known or unknown, 
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against Releasees arising from, related to, or growing out of the incident and the action, including, 

but not limited to, all claims that were or could have been asserted in the action, and all claims for 

attorneys’ fees, costs or expenses incurred by Releasors in the Action or in any way related to the 

Action or the Incidents, including claims for such items based on 42 U.S.C. § 1988 or otherwise. 

II. PAYMENT AND RELEASE 
 

a. Consideration.  In exchange for the release set forth below, the Releasees shall 

make collective payment to Releasors in the total amount of Four-hundred Thousand Dollars 

($400,000.00) (the “Settlement Amount”).   

b. Release.  In consideration of the obligations of Releasees in this Agreement, and 

conditioned upon full payment of the Settlement Amount, Releasors forever release, discharge, 

and indemnify Releasees of and from any and all claims, demands, actions and causes of action or 

suits at law or in equity that Releasors may have arising from, related to, or growing out of the 

incident; and all claims that were or could have been asserted in the action; including, but not 

limited to all claims under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 or other federal or state law; all claims for wrongful 

death; all claims for loss of consortium or loss of care, comfort, and society; all hedonic damages; 

all personal, emotional, psychological, mental, and physical injuries Releasors sustained, whether 

known or unknown, past, present or prospective, including unexpected consequences and 

complications arising from such injuries or the treatment thereof; and all damages, losses, and 

expenses sustained by Releasors; all claims for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses Releasors 

incurred in or related to the action, and any other claim, known or unknown, which may now exist 

or may exist in the future.  This Agreement constitutes a full, final, binding, and complete 

settlement between Releasors and Releasees.  Releasors understand, acknowledge, and agree that 

their injuries may be more serious and different than they now believe them to be; and that there 
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may be damages, consequences, and injuries which Releasors do not know, may later discover, 

and may develop hereafter.  Releasors agree to expressly assume the risk of any and all unknown 

injuries or unknown consequences of injuries, including injuries and consequences which could 

not be reasonably anticipated at this time.  It is acknowledged the Settlement Amount constitutes 

full payment and settlement of all claims and causes of action arising out of the incident for any 

injuries or damages Releasors now have or may sustain, and completely exonerates Releasees from 

all liability by reason thereof.   

c. No Admission of Liability.  Releasors acknowledge and agree that the liability of 

Releasees is disputed and this Agreement is a good faith compromise and settlement of disputed 

claims and causes of action in an effort to avoid the delay, inconvenience, expense, and uncertainty 

of further litigation, without any admission of fact or law.  This compromise is not intended by the 

parties as an admission of liability or wrongdoing on the part of Releasees and any such liability 

or wrongdoing is expressly denied by the Releasees.  

d. Covenant.  Releasors agree and covenant not to sue or prosecute claims against 

Releasees, who were or could have been sued in their individual or official capacities for any claim 

for relief related to, arising from, or growing out of the incident or the action.  This Agreement 

resolves and settles any and all claims of any kind including, but not limited to, claims for 

attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses Releasors incurred in or related to the action. 

III. DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDS 

a. Payment.  Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this Agreement, 

Releasees shall pay the Settlement Amount to Releasors’ counsel:  Edwards Law Office, P.C. 

IOLTA Account.  Payment of the Settlement Amount may be remitted in a single payment or 
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separate payments at the discretion of Releasees in accordance with their agreement as to the 

allocation of responsibility for payment of the Settlement Amount.  

b. Tax Consequences.  This Agreement represents the compromise of a disputed 

claim.  Releasors shall be responsible for all tax consequences arising from the payment of monies 

hereunder. Nothing in this Agreement constitutes Releasees’ agreement concerning the 

characterization of the Settlement Amount for purposes of the Internal Revenue laws, Title 26 of 

the United States Code.  This Agreement represents the compromise of a disputed claim.  However, 

in the event that a claim for such taxes or prior payment is asserted by any taxing authority or other 

party, Releasors agree to indemnify and hold Releasees harmless against any and all liability, 

interest, and penalties that they may incur as a result of not withholding taxes on the monies paid.  

In the event of such a claim, Releasees shall give written notice of any such claim to Releasors.   

Releasors agree to pay the amount of any such liability incurred by Releasees within thirty (30) 

days of any final assessment, order or determination of liability. 

c. Liens and Subrogation Interests.  Releasors acknowledge and agree that they 

shall timely pay and satisfy or otherwise discharge any and all liens, subrogation claims or other 

claims of any insurance company, governmental agency or health care provider, or any other 

person or entity that has provided services to them or has made or may make any payment arising 

from, related to, or growing out of the incident and all state and federal law claims that were or 

could have been asserted in the action.  Releasors hereby assume, agree, and warrant to discharge 

any such obligations that might otherwise fall upon Releasees.  Releasors further warrant that no 

person, firm, corporation, other entity, or bankruptcy trustee has received any assignment, 

subrogation, or other right of subrogation to the claim or claims that have been made or that could 

be made against Releasees as a result of the claims in this action or otherwise related to the 
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incident.  In the event that any Releasees should be subjected to any further claims, demands or 

actions by any person, firm, corporation or entity arising out of or relating to any injury or damage 

sustained by Releasors, including without limitation any right of subrogation, substitution or loss 

of consortium, Releasors will hold the person or parties released herein harmless from any such 

claims and will indemnify and defend any such action against any Releasee at Releasors’ sole cost, 

including claims for attorneys’ fees and costs. 

d. Probate and Wrongful Death Distributions.  Releasors further represent and 

warrant that they are fully competent to enter into the Release of All Claims and, where necessary, 

have received approval of the court having jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Release of 

All Claims.  Releasors further acknowledge that the money paid in consideration for this Release 

of All Claims has been paid to and accepted by Releasors without apportionment as to the 

individual claims that have been or that may be asserted by individuals entitled to assert claims for 

damages arising out of the death of Buck Michael Laramore.  Any such apportionment shall be 

the sole responsibility of Releasors, subject to the prior approval of the court having jurisdiction 

over the subject matter of this release.  In the event of any dispute between Releasors and any 

individuals entitled to assert claims for damages arising out of the death of Buck Michael 

Laramore, it is expressly agreed that no party to any such dispute shall have any right of recourse 

against any Releasee. 

IV. DISMISSAL OF THE ACTION WITH PREJUDICE  

 Upon payment of the Settlement Amount, counsel for the parties shall execute and submit 

to the court a Stipulated Motion to Dismiss and an Order of Dismissal with Prejudice.  Releasors 

agree to dismiss the claims and causes of action against Releasees and not to bring any additional 
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claims or appeals against individuals or entities who were or could have been sued as a result of 

the incident. 

V. AGREEMENT TO COOPERATE 

The parties agree to cooperate fully to execute all such documents necessary to effectuate 

the intent and purpose of this Agreement, including, but not limited to all documents necessary to 

cause the dismissal, with prejudice, of all claims against Releasees in the action.   

VI. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

a. Press Release.  In addition to the remuneration recited above, the Town of 

Thermopolis will issue a press release that states: “At the time Michael Mascorro arrived at Buck 

Laramore’s residence he had probable cause to arrest Buck Laramore for interference with a peace 

officer, but did not have probable cause to arrest Buck Laramore for possession of 

methamphetamine.” 

b. Michael G. Mascorro’s Acknowledgment. Michael G. Mascorro hereby 

acknowledges that he has no intention of seeking recertification through the Wyoming Peace 

Officer Standards and Training Commission, or any successor certifying authority, and further 

acknowledges and agrees that he has no intention of applying for any law enforcement position 

within the State of Wyoming. 

VII.  WARRANTIES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

a. Scope.  This Agreement is binding on Releasors’ children, spouses, successors, 

transferees, heirs, assigns, and persons in privity therewith.  Releasees entitled to the benefit of 

this Agreement shall include each of their respective employers, employees, agents, contractors, 

successors, insurers, assigns and parties in privity therewith, including, but not limited to, any 

individual or entity insured or covered by the insurance of Michael Mascorro, the Town of 
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Thermopolis, Wyoming, the Wyoming State Self Insurance Program, and the Wyoming Local 

Government Liability Pool.  Such individuals and entities include those insured or covered by the 

insurance of the State of Wyoming and the Wyoming State Self Insurance Program and the 

Wyoming Local Government Liability Pool, individually and on behalf of their current, former 

and future agents, employers, servants, officers, directors, and all of their successors or assigns 

and their liability insurance carriers, if any, as well as any respective spouses, children, heirs, 

executors, and administrators or officers who are sued or may be sued in their individual capacity 

for any state or federal cause of action. 

b. Attorneys’ Fees and Costs.  Each party will bear its own legal and other costs 

(including all attorney’s fees) incurred in and related to the action and in connection with this 

matter, including the preparation and performance of this Agreement.  

c. Effective Date.  The effective date of this Agreement shall be the last date shown 

on the signature lines below.  Facsimile of signatures shall constitute acceptable, binding 

signatures for purposes of this Agreement.  

d. Representations and Warranties by Releasors.  Releasors represent and warrant 

that: (1) they have been fully informed and has full knowledge and understanding of the terms, 

conditions and effects of this Agreement; (2) they and their counsel have fully investigated, to their 

full satisfaction, all facts surrounding the incident, the action, the nature and extent of Releasors’ 

claims, damages and injuries, and the terms and effects of this Agreement; (3) they have considered 

the possibility that any injuries may be continuing or progressive in nature and that the full extent 

of their injuries may be unknown prior to entering into this Agreement; (4) they have considered 

the possibility that injuries related or alleged to be related to the incident may develop hereafter; 

(5) they have fully consulted with their counsel before entering this Agreement and have not relied 
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in any way on any statement or inducement by Releasees or their representatives in entering this 

Agreement or at any other time; and (6) they are entering into this Agreement freely and voluntarily 

and in full possession of their faculties and are not under the influence of alcohol or any drug at 

the time of entering this Agreement.  Releasors acknowledge and agree that Releasees are entering 

into this Agreement in reliance on the above representations and warranties, as well as the 

acknowledgements and agreements herein. 

e. Venue.  The parties agree that any dispute related to this Agreement shall be filed 

in the United States District Court for the District of Wyoming, and that this Agreement shall be 

construed and interpreted in accordance with Wyoming law. 

f. No Waiver.  Michael Mascorro, the Town of Thermopolis, Wyoming, and 

Releasees do not waive any immunities by entering into this Agreement or otherwise, and the 

Town of Thermopolis, Wyoming and Releasees specifically retain all immunities and defenses 

available under federal law and the Wyoming Governmental Claims Act, Article 16, § 7 of the 

Wyoming Constitution, Wyoming Statutes § 9-1-404, et. seq., and other applicable laws of the 

State of Wyoming.  Designations of venue, choice of law, enforcement actions, and similar 

provisions shall not be construed as a waiver of sovereign immunity.  Any ambiguity in this 

Agreement shall not be strictly construed, either against or for any party, except that any ambiguity 

as to sovereign immunity shall be construed in favor of sovereign immunity. 

g. Integration and Severability.  This Agreement constitutes the full and final 

statement of the parties’ promises and agreements, supersedes any prior agreements or discussions, 

and may only be modified in writing. No prior negotiations, representations, warranties, 

inducements, considerations, promises, or interpretations shall be implied or impressed upon this 

Agreement that are not expressly addressed in this Agreement.  Each provision of this Agreement 
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Having considered the parties’ arguments, the Court issues the following Order: 

As to the first issue, the Court finds that Mr. Mascorro must execute the Settlement 

Agreement. His signature manifests his assent to the Agreement and binds him to its terms. 

More importantly, a material component of the consideration supporting the settlement is 

Mr. Mascorro’s representation that, as of the time he enters into the Agreement, he has no 

intention to seek POST-officer recertification or to apply for employment with any 

Wyoming law enforcement agency. That representation is a bargained-for promise made 

in exchange for Plaintiffs’ dismissal of their claims. Without Mr. Mascorro’s execution of 

the Agreement, there is no reliable manifestation that the representation is, in fact, his own 

or that he intended to be bound by it at the time the Agreement was reached. His signature 

therefore gives legal effect to that representation and is necessary to effectuate the 

obligations he has undertaken. 

The Court reaches a different conclusion with respect to the Town of Thermopolis. The 

Public Service Announcement (“PSA”) has been approved by the Town, and the approval 

is reflected in the Town’s official meeting minutes, which the parties represent will be 

attached to the Settlement Agreement. The Court finds that the Town’s official approval, 

together with the attached meeting minutes, sufficiently evidences the Town’s assent to the 

PSA. Because the Town has no additional obligations requiring execution of the Settlement 

Agreement, the Court concludes that the Town’s signature is unnecessary.1 

 
1 The Tenth Circuit has also explained that it is the Defendants’ “acceptance of the settlement agreement that was 
binding, not counsel’s procurement of a signature.” Devon Energy Prod. Co., L.P. v. Line Finders, LLC, 2022 WL 
4232404, at *2–3 (10th Cir. 2022) (citing E. Cent. Okla. Elec. Coop., Inc. v. Okla. Gas & Elec. Co., 505 P.2d 1324, 
1328 (Okla. 1973) (“An agreement to make and execute a certain written agreement, the terms of which are mutually 
understood and agreed on, is in all respects as valid and obligatory as the written contract itself would be if executed.” 
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Finally, the Court addresses the parties’ dispute concerning the inclusion of the word 

“present” in the representation provision relating to Mr. Mascorro. The Court finds that the 

proposed inclusion of the word “present” is unnecessary. While counsel for Mr. Mascorro 

argues that the word provides additional clarity by confirming that Mr. Mascorro does not 

intend to bind himself beyond the execution of the Settlement Agreement, the Court 

concludes that Plaintiff’s proposed language adequately conveys that the representation 

reflects only Mr. Mascorro’s intent at the time he executes the Settlement Agreement. The 

additional language is therefore superfluous. 

Accordingly, IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Mr. Michael Mascorro shall 

execute the Settlement Agreement. The Town of Thermopolis shall not be required to 

execute the Settlement Agreement, as its approval of the PSA, as reflected in its official 

meeting minutes, sufficiently manifests its assent.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Settlement Agreement shall incorporate 

Plaintiff’s proposed language regarding Mr. Mascorro’s representation. The parties shall 

promptly finalize the Settlement Agreement consistent with this Order and submit any 

necessary dismissal documents upon its execution on or before Monday, July 27, 2026. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Dated this 2  day of July, 2026. 

(quotations omitted)); and 2 Williston on Contracts § 6:44 (4th ed. May 2022 update) (“[A]ny written contract, though 
signed by only one party, will bind the other if he or she accepts the writing.”). Thus, where a party has otherwise 
manifested its assent, the absence of that party’s signature does not, standing alone, prevent enforcement of the 
agreement. 
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